ABSTRACT 

[00018] A tufting machine for producing pile fabric having a pile height of approximately 
at least 50 mm has divider plates between adjacent needles to prevent yarn loops and 
especially the legs of cut loops from becoming trapped between an adjacent needle and its 
associated yarn feed. The divider plates may take the form of plates forming an extension of 
the fingers of the needle plate between each pair of which a needle reciprocates and may be 
mounted on a block on the bed plate beneath the needle plate, or may be plates upstanding 
from the hook bar. 
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